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I 
n 1988 I was thrilled to judge 
my very first BIS at an all 
breeds Championship show in 
Great Britain. The show was my 

local show, the South Wales Kennel 
Association, and now é 21 years 
later é I had enormous pleasure in 
judging Best at my local represen-
tative (CCs on offer for every avail-
able breed, something that only 
happens at four shows a year) 

show, the Welsh Kennel Club. 

 My choice for BIS was a ma-
ture English Springer Spaniel bitch, 
Sh Ch Trimere Tigra; apparently 
she was the number one Springer of 
last year and is a group winner but 
this was her ð and her ownerõs ð 
first BIS at this level. I believe she 
is back in the ring after a litter and 
so has the benefit of the finish that 
only motherhood can bring to a 
bitch. In the huge indoor BIS ring 
Tigra put on a flawless perform-
ance, demonstrating that wonder-
ful swinging Springer action in pro-
file and being immaculate on the 
out and back. Despite winning the 
very last group of the day, she 
came straight back into the big ring 
and never stopped trying. For me 

she was a standout winner.  

 The point of this article 
however is that, at the show, were 
several American visitors of my ac-
quaintance. The show over, as we 
were about to say our fond fare-
wells I was expecting some gentle 
ribbing from my transatlantic 
friends over my final choice, but to 
the contrary é they loved her! I 
found that strange as she was very, 
very different from most of the 
English Springers I have seen win-
ning top honours in the States in 
recent years, but I was happy at 
their reaction and that of the ring-
side who applauded the win vocif-

erously. 

 Days later I was reliving the 
moment and set to thinking how my 
American friends could appreciate 
this bitch when she was so differ-
ent from what they are used to 
seeing at home. Is her òdifferenceó 

down to simply a flecked coat?  

 This sent my enquiring 
mind off to the AKC Standard of the 
breed, surely one of the most de-
tailed Standards ever written, and 
one that is not open to great misin-
terpretation. Piecemeal I went 
through it, studying the picture of 
the BIS winner alongside, and found 
her to fit all the requirements of 
the AKC blueprint against which so 
many of her òdifferentó cousins are 

judged and found compliant.  

 I thought it would be inter-
esting to quote some phrases from 
the AKC Standard which Australian 
readers may wish to ponder on, 
studying the photograph of my BIS 
winner along with those of some of 
the big winning Springers Stateside, 
reaching whatever conclusions they 
will é (The bold print is my selec-

tion)  

 òGeneral Appearance: The 

English Springer Spaniel is a medium -

sized sporting dog, with a compact 

body and a docked tail. His coat is 

moderately  long, with feathering on 

his legs, ears, chest and brisket. His 

pendulous ears, soft gentle expression, 

sturdy build and friendly wagging tail 

proclaim him unmistakably a member 

of the ancient family of Spaniels. He is 

above all a well -proportioned dog, free 

from exaggeration , nicely balanced 

in every part.  

Size, Proportion, Sub-

stance: He is to be kept to medium 

size . Ideal height at the shoulder for 

dogs is 20 inches; for bitches, it is 19 

inches.. A Springer with correct sub-

stance appears well -knit and sturdy 

with good bone, however, he is never 

coarse or ponderous. 

Head: The head is impressive 

without being heavy. Its beauty lies in 

a combination of strength and refine-

ment. It is important that its size and 

proportion be in balance with the rest 

of the dog. Viewed in profile, the head 

appears approximately the same 

length as the neck 

and blends with 

the body in sub-

stance. The stop, 

eyebrows and chis-

eling of the bony 

structure around 

the eye sockets 

contribute to the 

Springerõs beauti-

ful and character-

istic expression, 

which is alert, 

kindly and trust-

ing.  The eyes, 

more than any 

other feature, are 

the essence of the 

Springerõs appeal. 

Correct size, 

shape, placement 

and color influence 

expression and 

attractiveness. The eyes are of me-

dium size and oval in shape, set rather 

well -apart and fairly deep in their 

sockets. The color of the iris harmo-

nizes with the color of the coat, pref-

erably dark hazel in the liver and 

white dogs and black or deep brown in 

the black and white dogs. Correct 

ear set is on a level with the eye 

and not too far back on the skull.  

The skull is medium -length and fairly 

broad, flat on top and slightly rounded 

at the sides and back. The occiput 

bone is inconspicuous. As the skull 

rises from the foreface, it makes a 

stop, divided by a groove, or fluting, 

between the eyes. The groove disap-

pears as it reaches the middle of the 

forehead. The amount of stop is 

moderate . It must not be a pro-

nounced feature ; rather it is a sub-

tle rise where the muzzle joins the 

upper head. It is emphasized by the 

groove and by the position and shape 

of the eyebrows, which are well -
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